Ethics Consultation

Beyond the Basics




Module 3

Finding the Available Ethics
Knowledge Relevant to an Ethics

Question



Learning Objectives

e Describe ethics knowledge and how it applies to an
ethics consultation.

e Discuss and practice tools and techniques to gather
ethics knowledge by using resources available over

the Internet.



CASES Link

A ASSEMBLE the Relevant Information

Consider the types of information needed
ldentify the appropriate sources of information
Gather information systematically from each source

Summarize the information and the ethics question




What Is Ethics Knowledge?

The “best thinking” relevant to the ethics question,
which can be gleaned from scholarly publications,
professional codes of ethics, law and policy, precedent
cases, expert opinion, etc.



With Ethics Consultation. ..

e Reflect on what you know already.

* Consider whether your knowledge covers all aspects
of the ethics question.

* Consider whether there may be sources you haven’t
yet investigated.

* Consider whether there may be new thinking on the
Issue.



What Is the Search Goal?

To find:

o

General overview of what’s “out there”
Comprehensive literature review?

A few key resources?

Background on a broad ethics topic?

Legal standards?

Your own organization’s policies and regulations

Professional standards?



Ethics Knowledge Internet Search




Internet Sources

e Search Engines (e.g., Google™, Google™ Scholar,
Yahoo!® Ask.com™)

* National Center for Ethics in Health Care
* PubMed

* ETHXWeb

* EthicShare

* AMA PolicyFinder®
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Health Benefits Burials & Memorials About VA Resources Media Room Locations Contact Us

VA » Health Care » National Center for Ethics in Health Care

National Center for Ethics in Health Care

+ National Center for Ethics in

Health Care Pain Management

National Center for Ethics in P D - New Policy for Educating Patients

Health Care Home -+ . and Obtaining‘ Ipfomxed Consent for
Long-term Opioid Therapy

» About Us Learn more »

¥ IntegratedEthics®

National Ethics Consultation

Service

» For Veterans, Patients and

Families
v Policy and Guidance Documents Patient Driven Care Ethical Leadership Developing Standards
» Education
» Programs and Projects The National Center for Ethics in Health Care serves as VA's authoritative resource CONNECT WITH VHA
» Publicati for addressing the complex ethical issues that arise in patient care, health care
: _ management, and research. RSSOk u Twittes
Additional Health Care Ethics =
ReSoUrces We provide information, education, and consultation and oversee nationwide ﬁ YouTube @@/ Flickr
programs and quality improvement projects to help health care practitioners and
Site Map administrators to understand and apply health care ethics standards. Subscribe to Receive

Email Updates from NCEHC
» More Health Care crgin ; 3 ; -
_ We also provide information to Veterans, patients, and their families to help them Email Address Signup

understand ethical issues that relate to their health care experience.

QUICK LINKS
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Health Benefits Burials & Memorials About VA Resources Media Room Locations Contact Us

W& » Health Care = National Center for Ethics in Health Care » Publications » Links to Additional Health Care Ethics Resources

National Center for Ethics in Health Care

 Mational Center for Ethics in

Health Care Links to Additional Health Care Ethics Resources
Mational Center for Ethics in The Mational Center for Ethics in Health Care has identified additional resources for ethical practices in health care at
Health Care Home the following Web sites:

» About Us

v IntegratedEthics® AMA Policy Finder

The Amencan Medical Association maintains 3
the AMA Code of Medical Ethics.

Mational Ethics Consultation earchable database of AMA policies, as well as opinions interpreting

Service

¥ ForVeterans, Patients and
Families

AMA Virtual Mentor

» Policy and Guidance Documents . . S L '
! This MEDLINE-indexed, non-subscription journal explores the ethical issues and challenges that students, residents,

» Education and other physicians are likely to confront in their training and daily practice.

» Programs and Projects

» Publications CMAJ Bioethics for Clinicians Series
Additional Health Care Ethics The Canadian Medical Association Journal (CMAJ) Bioethics for Clinicians Series publishes original clinical research,
Resources analyses and reviews, news, practice updates and editorials.
Site Map

¢ More Health Care EPERC

The End of Life/Palliative Resource Center Web site, hosted by the Medical College of Wisconsin, includes fast facts,
QUICK LINES educational matenals, articles, and useful links.
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Message from webpage @
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L &

You are now leaving the website of YHAs Mational Center for Ethics in
Health Care.

This link is provided as a courtesy only, VA does not endorse and is not
responsible for the content of the linked website,

WA employees must adhere to the specific policies, laws, and
regulations governing the Departrnent of Veterans Affairs.

Legal analyses developed by other entities may not be applicable. VA
ermnployees should consult regional counsel or the

Office of General Counsel for guidance about law and regulation that
may apply to their activities.

[ oK ] Cancel
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X n File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
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Contact NLM TN

T'he World's Largest Medical Library

Home > Bibliographic Services Division

Bioethics Information Resources
NLM® and NIH Electronic Resources

PubMed®
Search MEDLINE®/PubMed for journal citations concerning bioethics.

Search PubMed
NLM Catalog

Search the NLM collection for books, serials, and other materials.

m

[Search NLM Catalog]

Genetics Home Reference™
Provides consumer information about genetic conditions and the genes or chromosomes responsible for those conditions. The site includes a Policy and Ethics section,

covering public policy, legislation, and bioethics materials.

MedlinePlus®

Provides authoritative consumer health information. Pertinent topics include:
Advance Directives End of Life Issues Infertility Personal Medical Records
Birth Control Genes and Gene Therapy Nutritional Support Prenatal Testing
Birth Defects Genetic Counseling Organ Donation Psychotic Disorders
Clinical Trials Genetic Testing Organ Transplantation Schizophrenia
Cloning Health Fraud Patient Rights Stem Cells
Depression Hospice Care Patient Safety Suicide

Bioethics Resources on the Web
NIH Web site on bioethics, including education, research involving human participants and animals, medical and health care ethics, and the implications of applied

genetics and biotechnology.
National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) Resources

¢ NHGRI homepage
* Policy & Ethics - Critical issues and legislation surrounding genetic research

* NHGRI Policy and Legislation Database
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Policy Finder

The AMA develops policy positions on how the health care system
should be organized and how it should function. These AMA
policies also provide the conceptual foundation and organizational
framework for the activities that the Association undertakes to
achieve its Core Purpose of promoting the science and art of
medicine and the betterment of public health.

Access PolicyFinder

Terms and conditions
Disclaimer of warranties and liabilities

Scroll through to read the Terms and Conditions of conducting a
PolicyFinder search. If you agree to these terms and conditions,
click "Accept” below to continue your search. "Decline” will take
you back to the AMA home page.

Before using PolicyFinder, please read
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acknowledges your acceptance of these
terms and conditions. If you do not
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is current as of the close of the AMA’s Annual Meeting in June
2012.
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work with the JAVA Runtime Environment. PolicyFinder will not
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EPERC = Fast Facts

Fast Facts

What's New
# 243 Palliative Care for Patients with Down Syndrome

Down syndrome (DS), or Trisomy 21, is the most common chromosome abnormality among liveborn infants,

characterized by dysmorphic features, impaired intellectual ability, various cardiac septal defects, short
stature, other anomalies, and reduced life expectancy. This Fast Fact discusses the natural history of DS
and issues specific to palliative and end-of-life care for patients with DS.

# 242 Organ Donation after Cardiac Death
Appropriate patients are generally comatose patients between the ages of 0 and 60 for whom a decision
has been made to discontinue life-sustaining treatments with the expectation of imminent death.

# 241 Improving Communication When Hearing Loss is Present
Hearing loss can lead to misunderstandings, which in the health care setting can literally have life-or-
death implications.

# 240 Levorphanol
Levorphano is similar to methadone with longer duration; an agonist at the mu, kappa, and delta opiocids

receptors, an NMDA antagonist, and a monoamine reuptake inhibitor of norepinephrine and serotoning;
relatively high cost; suited for neuropathic pain.

About Fast Facts and
Conrents

Fast Facts and
Cnnrents Discussinn

Search EFERC

Calendar | Home

search

About EPERC  Ed Matenals  Links

&= Print L Email

Search Fast Facts

by Keyword
Use the 'Search’ box in the
top right of this page

Check a box to limit
results

Keyword

Fast Facts
[] Communication

[] Core Curriculum

i|w| Ethics, Law, Policy,
Health Systems

[ INon-Pain Symptoms
and Syndromes

[ ]Pain - Evaluation
[ ]Pain - Non-Opioids
[ ]Pain - Opioids
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How to Conduct a Search

1. Begin with the ethics question.

2. Choose terms.

* Pick out several search terms that are specific to the
consult topic.

* Think of synonyms for these terms.
e Try out different combinations of terms.
 Consider adding “ethics.”
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How to Conduct a Search

1. Begin with the ethics question.
2. Choose terms.

3. Review list for relevant items.
* Quickly review the first 1-2 pages.
* Read titles and skim excerpts.
* Notice the source of each item.

* |f the results are not promising, try again with different
search terms.
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How to Conduct a Search

1.
2.
3.
4.

Begin with the ethics question.
Choose terms.
Review list for relevant items.

Drill down on items with promise.
* Click on the most promising items.

 Determine if they are worth pursuing.

 |f not, move on.
* Follow only promising leads/links.
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How to Conduct a Search

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Begin with the ethics question.
Choose terms.

Review list for relevant items.
Drill down on items with promise.

Obtain and review relevant abstracts.
 Try to find full-text articles.
* Print out or download relevant articles.

* Review references to look for other leads.

28



Sample Search




Case Summary

A dying patient’s family requests that the patient’s
implanted cardioverter-defibrillator be turned off. The
cardiologist refuses, commenting that this would be
harmful to his patient—especially since the defibrillator
had fired in response to ventricular arrhythmias 2 times
over the past 3 months.



The Ethics Question

Given that the family argues that the defibrillator ought
to be turned off out of respect for the patient, but the
cardiologist maintains that he should not turn off the
defibrillator because he would feel directly responsible
for the patient’s death, is it ethically justifiable for the
cardiologist to refuse to turn off the defibrillator?



Pick Out Several Search Terms

Given that the family argues that the defibrillator ought
to be turned off out of respect for the patient, but the
cardiologist maintains that he should not turn off the
defibrillator because he would feel directly responsible
for the patient’s death, is it ethically justifiable for the
cardiologist to refuse to turn off the defibrillator?
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Weh Fesults 1- 10 of about 72,600 for turn off defibrillator with Safesearch on. (0.11 seconds)

The American Journal of Medicing : Withdrawing Implantable ...

Decisions to turn off defibrillators are part of end-of-life decisions that confront patients,
families, and care providers with increasing frequency. ...

linkinghub. elsevier. com/fretrieve/pii/ 50002934 306001574 - Similar pages

CHFpatients corm - [C0sS

ICD means Implanted Cardioverter Defibrillator. Another name is AICD, for Automatic ICD.
..... then the DMR arder does not allow us to turn off the ICD. ...

wewew, chfpatients. comfimplantsficds.htm - 58k - Cached - Similar pages

Turn off ICD near end of life? "Plan ahead" remains key to ...

Turn off ICD near end of life? "Flan ahead" remains key to decision, ... The ethics of
deactivating implanted cardioverter defibrillators. ...

weaew. theheart, orgfarticle/S592145.do - 30k - Cached - Similar pages

iror) Adverse design of defibrillators: Turning off the machine when ...
File Format: PDF/Adobe Acrobat - Yiew as HTML

Our observations raised the question: how is it possible to accidentally turn off a
defibrillator when it is fully. charged and ready to defibrillate? ...

wanie, medu. au. dk/publikationer/adversedesignofdefibrill ators-
turningoffthemachinewhentryingtoshock - Similar pages

Defibrillator with autornatic turn on, defibrillator storage case ...

Furthermore, the AED can be designed to automatically turn off when the operator returns it
to the storage location. Representative Image:. Defibrillator ...

whney freepatentsonling. corm/BBE2046 html - 7Bk - Cached - Similar pages

roF February 21, 2007 Dear LIFEP AR defibrillator/monitor & AED Customers:
File Format: PDOFfAdobe Acrobat - Wiew as HTRL




- B

o= - bPage v () Tools v

W [ & turn off defibrillator ethics - Google Search ] l

S ——
More results from jme.bmj.com =

Turn off ICD near end of life? "Plan ahead" remains key {o ...

Turn off ICD near end of life? "Plan ahead” remains key to decision, ... The ethics of
deactivating implanted cardioverter defibrillators. ...

www._theheart org/article/592145 do - 30k - Cached - Similar pages

The American Journal of Medicine - Withdrawing Implantable ...

bClinical Ethics Program, MetroHealth Medical Center, Department of ..... Decisions to turn
off defibrillators are part of end-of-life decisions that ...
linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/piifS0002934 306001574 - Similar pages

rror Ethical Analysis of Withdrawal of Pacemaker or Implantable ...

File Format: PDF/Adobe Acrobat - View as HTML

turn off the pacemaker. The senice declined to comply. initially but was open to withdrawal of
pacemaker support. after review by the ethics consultation ...
www.mayoclinicproceedings.com/pdf2F7808%2F 780824 pdf - Similar pages

VM -- Turning Off an Implanted Life-Saving Device, Feb 07 ...

Can you turn off the machine in my chest and let me be'?" .... The ethics of deactivating
implanted cardioverter defibrillators. Ann Intern Med. ...
virtualmentor.ama-assn.org/2007/02/ccas2-0702 html - 32k - Cached - Similar pages

Management of Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillators in End-of ...

Only some patients with ICDs are offered the option to turn off the devices before ... The
Ethics of Deactivating Implanted Cardioverter Defibrillators ...
annals.orgfcgifcontent/summary/141/11/835 - Similar pages

Pallimed: A Hospice & Palliative Medicine Blog: Turning offa ...

The Journal of Vascular Surgery has piece labeled a "surgical ethics challenge” ... Requests
to turn off a pacemaker are made specifically to hasten death; ...
www._pallimed.org/2005/08/turning-off-pacemakerto-hasten-death.html - 118k -

Cached - Similar pages
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Group Activity Instructions

Handouts 3.1, 3.2, and 3.3

Assign team responsibilities.

Read Case Summary.

Discuss and decide on search terms and strategy.
Access at least 3 resources on the Internet.

Al

Prepare to explain your choice of strategy and how
well you thought it worked.
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nich strategies did you use?

nich ones were most productive?

nat did you find?

Compare your results to the resource list.

Any useful lessons learned?

What would you do differently next time?
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Takeaways

Finding the available ethics knowledge relevant to an
ethics question

* Ethics knowledge: the “best thinking” relevant to the
ethics question

e Key sources of ethics knowledge on the Web
e Strategies for searching the Web

* Practice finding the ethics knowledge relevant to
particular ethics questions
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Questions?
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